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DULCIMER PLAYERS NEWS is published four times ench year. Issues are miiled to 

scribers during the first week of January, April, July and October. Subscriptions 
are $6 per year. Individual current and back issues are $1.50 each, Available back 
iesues are listed in the DULCIMER PLAYERS NEWS, 


BEREICH AACA 


Advertising in the DULCIMER PLAYERS NEWS is good business, for the DPN reaches several 

thousand hammered and mountain dulcimer folks - builders, players and enthusiaste. 

Details und rates are available simply by writing and asking for them. AD CLOSING DATES 
six weeks prior to publication dates of the DULCIMER PLAYERS NEWS. 


LET OUR ADVERTISERS KNOW THAT YOU FOUND THEM THROUGH THE DULCIMER PLAYER: 
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This ia my year to meet more DULCIMER PLAYERS iS readers, as 


I hope to attend more festivals than I did Inst year. It seems, 

sometimes, that I enjoy the beauty of the Shenandoah Valley so much 

that I wait for you to stop by Winchester on your travels. 

Speaking of traveling, all of us realize how things are chang- 

ing. We'll have to plan trips carefully not only because of the 

costs involved, but because of the scarcity of fuel. Therefore, I'd 

like to offer a kind of "ride board” through the DPN. If you're 
heading to a festival and would like to find another passenger, call me. I*21 begin a list 
and pass your name along to someone who calls looking for a ride. TI hope this helps, 

Have you read the ads inthis DPM yet? Businesses are always interested to know how 
people found them. If you found a business through the DULCIMER PLAYERS NEWS, mention us 
when writing for information, Our advertisers offer good services and products and also 
support us and help us grow (as do your subscriptions, of course). 

The DPN (beginning with the Winter 1980 issue) is now printed by Tom Cesna and Paul 
O'Malley and their staff of Minuteman Press in Winchester. They've taught me to run a 
few of the machines, so I have one more role in the production of the DULCIMER PLAYERS NEWS, 
Your help, support and encouragement always nudges us onward, and I thank you. I especial- 
ly want to thank our artists - Michel Legare, Bill Wickman, Betty Stuedle and Laurie Miller - 
and others who have contributed to the DPN in so many ways - Jane Jones, Chuck Warnick, 
Nancy Gilpin, Judy Basso and Gary Westfall. 

The DPW goes out to subscribers during the first week of January, April, July and 
October. There has never been a late issue, nor will there be. Since the DPN goes 3rd 
class, it sometimes seems molasses would move faster through the mail. Your DPM should ar- 
rive in 2-5 weeks. (5 weeks for the West Coast.) If it is mid-February and you haven't 
received a Winter DPN, it probably got lost in the mail. Don't assume the entire issue is 
late, for it isn’t. Just let me know and I'l) send you another via first clase mail. You 
can set your calendar and check the seasons by the DULCIMER PLAYERS NEWS! 

I apent most of Saturday and Sunday, Feb. 2hth and 25th, at my desk completing the 
Spring DPN. Much of this time was shared with the Olympics" coverage, and I often found 
myself mesmerized by the sheer excitement (the Sunday morning hockey game), the delight ot 
hearing a hammered dulcimer played at the closing ceremonies ("Golden Slippers" never sound- 
ed better), and the artistry. One of my favorite moments came Sunday evening with the ex- 
hibition eknting of John Curry, a 1976 gold medal winner. I've followed his work because 
of my interest in ballet. He has combined the art forms beautifully and is now doing work 
in ice ballet in New York City. You and I, through the building and/or playing of dulcimers, 
are artists in our own right. Most of us are not "Olympic" material, but the reaching in- 
aide ourselves to pull expression and fulfillment forth makes us kindred spirits. And 
through music and art, dance and literature, physical grace and achievement, my there be 
peace. 

I"11 be on the road constantly in mid-Summer doing concerts and workshops with John 
Molineux, = fine musician from France. Perhaps that will enable me to meet more subscribers 
in person. I hope so. 


Dulojmerrily, 


— Mad t-@<—@} 
Madeline MacNeil, Editor 
2 DULCIMER PLAYERS NEWS. 
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after finding the dulcimer, 
taying for a nigh 
r and learned how 
probably a few 


something in that range. Lorraine L hared by Liege x - Lorraine 
was blushing as she admitte aving re 8 dulcimer ng radition~ 
been a dulcimer player for 16 years. i nt, fretted under only one 
Lorraine has been involved tring. to develop her chording 
acquired a 3- 
from church ; 
hild through with a 
ow Opera Compa: e > through ould 
playing mandolin and banjo with a blue- string 
grass band by the age of 17 and, final lay with 
to her first dulcime could j 4 x finger up and 
of 1962. “I was wandering througt non ti y 3 order to im 
sic store... and I saw a b z 
dulcimer on a wall, and I took it down : nand I could ass: 
and it was -- magic. It was hand-made y ring fi y to the second 
and wooden and somebody had loved it tring and my middle finger to the third 
and the strings were tring.” It is basically this type of 
really play anything on it -- I'd never fingering that Lorraine still uses in her 
played one or held one even -- but I teaching of 3-string dulcimer today. An- 
revJized then that I really cared about other Lorraine Lee characteristic that de- 
it." Even before then, she was a fan of veloped at that time is the light string 
Jean Ritchie. she used so that the bright tone of the 
dulcimer would stand out from the many 
other instruments she was already playin 
along with. 
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Workshops of all Kinds 
Evening Stage Concerts 
Lots of Informal Jammi ing 

Primitive Camping 

FOLK LIFE CENTER OF THE SMOKIES 

JEAN & LEE SCHILLING, DIRECTORS 


COSBY, TENNESSEE 37722 
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HILLBILLY DULCIMER SHOP 
HANDCRAFTED ORIGINALS 


L.0. STAPLETON 


‘Appalachian Dulcimers 
by Keith K. Young 
for the discriminating player 


ollose action for 
guick easy chordi ing 


ofj ifetime guarantee 


oFrecisels wisely fi t 
ed pegs 


ofinest seasoned 


\ pattern 
(381s Kendale Rd. Annandale Va.) 
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HANMERED y 
DULCM 


= sepertiy crafted from 
select hardwoods 
with spruce or ceder 


soundboards ~ 
- prices from $30022 
- write for free brochure 
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agile, Idaho 85860 
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Ddlidencr Fest ival 


JULY 26-27, 1980 
A WEEKEND OF AMERICAN FOLK MUSICS 
EVERYONE INVITED, FREE ADMISSION. 


FOR MORE DETAILS WRITE: 


DULCIMER FESTIVAL , BOX 330 , RIO GRANDE , OHIO 
OR CALL (614) 245-5305 


SEE YA'LL THERE 


45674 


Devil Amongst the Tailors 


4/h arr. by MARC ROBINE and 
ROGER NICHOLSON 
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"Devil Amongst the Tailors", or "Devil's Dream" as it is also known, frequently 
speed or played like s reel. This is a pity as the tune is a Scottish 
h, should not be quicker than a brisk lope with emphasis on the lst 

sider horn- 
pipes to be the most attractive of all traditional rhythms, and they consistently have 
good tunes. 

This arrangemen’ 
was influen 


ornpipe and, as 5 
and 3rd beats, which does a lot more for the msic! In fact, many people 


mainly by Marc Robine, e dulcimer playing friend from France, and 
double-thumbing banjo style of Bill Keith uning ch I had 
vi t the second string 
ne octave above the open 


en pressed down at the sixth fret it i 
was worked out so that wherever possible consecutiv 
nger. The result is a flow 


s are not 


By. 
ifficult "Sailors Hornpipe” but "Harvest Home" is a 
TIMES AND TRADITIONS FOR DULCIMER 


and & piece whi 

Marc often p 
good alternative. 
209k. 


Roger MNicho. 
London, England 


events Calendar &yGeExaywe 


April 25-27 
June 25-29 


Mt. View, AR 


April 26-27 


Lima, OH 


May 4 
Birmingham, AL 


May 17-18 


Coshocton, OH 


May 23-25 


Roanoke, VA 


June 16-18 


Boone, NC 


The 3rd ANNUAL SOUTHERN REGIONAL MOUNTAIN AND HAMMER DULCIMER CONVEN- 
TION AND CONTESTS sponsored by the Ozark Folk Center. Workshops will 
be led by Larkin Bryant, Bonnie Carol, Lilah Gillette, Elliott Hancock, 
Sharon Phillips-Chisholm, Lynn McSpadden, David Peterson, Harvey Prinz, 
Jean Simmons and Pam Simmons. Crafts and sales booths will be a part 
of the convention. Bonnie Carol will conduct workshops for intermediate 
and advanced mountain dulcimer players June 25-29. Contact: Joel 
Breeding, Ozark Folk Center, Mountain View, Arkansas 72560, (501) 269- 
3851. 


The GREAT BLACK SWAMP DULCIMER FESTIVAL will be held at the Lima Campus 
of the Ohio State University and Lima Technical College. Concerts and 
workshops will feature fine mountain and hammered dulcimer players. 
Contact: Michael Wildermuth, Lima Technical College, 4300 Campus Drive, 
Lima, Ohio 45804, (419) 227-5131. 


The 7th ANNUAL SOUTHERN APPALACHIAN DULCIMER FESTIVAL, sponsored by the 
Southern Appalachian Dulcimer Association, will feature dulcimer playing 
and singing under the trees, scheduled dulcimer performances, free dul- 
cimer instruction, and picniking on the grounds. Admission is $1 for 
adults, 50¢ for students. Contact: Charles Ellis, Route 1, Box 473, 
Helena, Alabama 35080, (205) 988-0478. 


DULCIMER DAYS in historic Roscoe Village. Planned events include con- 
tests, workshops, concerts, jam sessions, displays and crafts/sales 
booths. There will be camping facilities at the site - motel accommo- 
dations less than 2 miles away. Contact: Roscoe Village Foundation, 
381 Hill Street, Coshocton, Ohio 43812. 


The 8th ANNUAL OLD TIME FIDDIERS CONVENTION will be held at Fringers 
Farm in Lithia, Virginia, 15 miles north of Roanoke, Virginia. There 
will be contests with $3,650 in cash awards. The mountain and hammered 
dulcimers will be represented in the contests. Contact: Botetourt 
Jaycees, P. 0. Box 157, Daleville, Virginia 24083, (703) 362-3069 for 
contestant information. 


The 4th ANNUAL SUMMER DULCIMER DAYS FESTIVAL at Missouri Town 1855. 
For more details, contact the Prairie Dulcimer Club, 9540 Walmer, Over- 
land Park, Kansas 66212. 


Jean and Lee Schilling and the Dulcimer Players News will again host the 
4th ANNUAL COSBY DULCIMER CONVENTION at the Folk Life Center of the Smok- 
ies. Varied workshops are being planned for all makers, players and 
lovers of hammer and mountain dulcimers. Volunteers are needed to lead 
some of the workshops. Other plans include evening stage concerts and 
lots of informal jamming. Primitive camping is available. Contact: 
Folk Life Center of the Smokies, P. 0. Box 8, Cosby, Tennessee 37722, 
(615) 487-5543. 


The 3rd ANNUAL DULCIMER PLAYING WORKSHOP on the campus of Appalachian 
State University. One semester hour of credit, graduate or undergraduate, 
is offered for the workshop. A visiting instructor will be Ralph Lee 
Smith, and the class will meet local dulcimer players and builders such 
as Stanley Hicks and Bob Harmon. Field trips to the homes and shops of 
dulcimer makers will also be arranged. Housing is available on campus, 
and there are nearby campgrounds. Contact: Dr. William Spencer, Music 
Department, A.S.U., Boone, N. C. 28608, (704) 262-3020. 


The OHIO HILLS FOLK FESTIVAL will include contests, crafts, and a moun- 
tain dulcimer event on Saturday, July 19 at 2 p.m. A hammered dulcimer 
activity will be held if there are enough players interested. Camping 
is available at Seneca Lake and Salt Fork State Park. Contact: Gail R. 
Reed, 60 West Main Street, Quaker City, Ohio 43773, (614) 679-2485. 


July 18-20 


Evart, MI 


July 18-20 


San Francisco, CA 


Pi 25 


Binghamton, NY 


July 26-27 


Rio Grande, OH 


July 31, Aug. 1-3 


Louisville, KY 


Council Bluffs, IA 


Sept. 6-7, 13-14 


20-21 


Canal Fulton, OH 


Varied workshops in mountain dulcimers, hammer dulcimers, guitars and 
other stringed instruments, construction and playing will be held at 

the ORIGINAL DULCIMER PLAYERS CLUB Sth ANNUAL SUMMER FUN FEST. The 

club has planned booths with instrument and music related items. 

This Fun Fest offers camptime singing, jam sessions and a potluck supper. 
Primitive camping is available on the site at the Osceola County 4-H and 
FFA Fairgrounds. Contact: E. A, Cox, P. 0. Box 136, Byron Center, Mich- 
igan 49315, (616) 878-1128, 


‘THE GUILD OF AMERICAN WJTHIERS 7th ANNUAL CONVENTION/EXHIBITION will fea- 
ture exhibitions of handcrafted musical instruments shown by their makers 
at the Palace of Fine Arts. Lectures and seminars by top luthiers in 
various fields will be offered. In conjunction with The Nighttime Con- 
cert Series, three evening concerts will be given by Michael Lorimer, 
Mike Bloomfield and David Grisman performing on handmade instruments. 
Contact: The Guild of American luthiers, 8222 South Park Avenue, Tacoma, 
Washington 98408, (206) 472-8439. 


The FOURTH CRANBERRY HAMMERED DULCIMER GATHERING, in spite of its name, 
lso features mountain dulcimer activities. This gathering isn't a typi- 
cal festival but is what the participants want to make it. For more de- 
tails, contact Bob Wey, R.F.D. 3, Redcoat lane, Plainville, Massachusetts 
02762. (Mote new address.) 


BOB EVANS FARMS, 1/2 mile east of Rio Grande, Ohio along State Route 35, 
is the setting for a weekend of folk music on Appalachian stringed in- 
atruments. There will be open concerts and contests and dulcimer work- 
shops. For more information on these events, contact Dulcimer Festival, 
Box 330, Rio Grande, Ohio 45674, (614) 245-5305. 


The largest free Kentucky music festival headlining such names as Jean 
Ritchie, John McCutcheon, Lily May Ledford, Sam Rizetta, Bryan Bowers, 
and J. P. Fraley will take place again at the KENTUCKY MUSIC WEEKEND in 
the Iroquois Amphitheater. Dulcimer workshops and concerts, but no con- 
tests are planned. Visitors may choose fron a wide range of workshops 
including yodeling, story telling, stringed instruments and dancing. 
More details are available from Metro Parks and Recreation, Attn: Kathy 
Meade, P. 0. Box 13334, Louisville, Kentucky 40213, (502) 459-0440. 


The AUGUSTA HERITAGE ARTS WORKSHOP will sponsor the annual Augusta Festi- 
val with activities including music and dance workshops, fiddle contest, 
concerts, crafts, mountain and hammer dulcimer playing, in conjunction 
with exhibits, concerts and children's activities. Camping and accommo- 
dations in town are available. Other events scheduled in Elkins are the 
Instrument Construction Workshops July 7-Aug. 8, the Tin Whistle July 
7-11, Appalachian Music July 7-25, and Dance July 26-Aug. 1; Aug. 4-8. 
Contact: Marion Harless, Augusta Heritage Arts Workshop, Elkins, W. Va. 
26276, (304) 636-0006. 


The KINDRED GATHERING is held each year near the home of its sponsor. 
For information, contact: Albert d'Ossche, Box 55, Royal City, Washing- 
ton 99357. There will be more information in the Summer 1960 DPN. 


The 5th ANNUAL OLD-TIME COUNTRY MUSIC CONTEST AND PIONEER EXPOSITION will 
feature the Jimmie Rodgers Fall Reunion. Other activities include events 
for children, dulcimer competition, booths for artisans and craftsmen 
and @ flea market of pioneer rustics. For information and applications 
for space, contact Country News, 105 Navajo, Council Bluffs, Iowa 51501. 


The SEVENTH ANNUAL YANKEE PEDDLER FESTIVAL steps back in time 200 years 
to taste the foods of that time, to see craftsmen demonstrate their 
skills and to enjoy all the games and amusements of pioneer America. 
Dulcimer builders will be part of the festival and dulcimer contests will 
be held. Contact: Yankee Peddler Festival Association, Frank, R. Cajka, 
4oks State Road, Medina, Ohio 4256, (216) 239-2554. 
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AS SERIOUS PLAYERS: BOB DOYLE, LORRAINE LEE, DEBBY 
Me CLATCHY, ROGER NICHOLSON, RON) PENIX, ELAINE SILVER, 
JAKE WALTON € BOB WEY OWN & PERFORM WITH ONE 
OR MORE OF OUR INSTRUMENTS. 


AS SERIOUS MAKERS WE WORK IN A HUMIDITY CONTROLLED 
SHOP USING SELECT,QUARTER SAWN , BOOK MATCHED, 
WALNUT SIDES & BACKS € REDWOOD TOPS, WITH THE 
REST OF THE BODY WALNUT.THE PEGS ARE WELL 
SEATED ROSEWOOD AND WITH OUR FINE TUNERS MAKE 
TUNING AN EASE, AND KEEP THE INSTRUMENT PHYSICALLY 
AND VISUALLY BALANCED. THE SCALE IS TEMPERED 
WITH LOW ACTION AND CHORDS ACCURATELY IN ANY 
MODE THE FULL LENGTH OF THE SCALE. MUCH TIME 
AND ATTENTION (|S GIVEN TO DETAILS AND TO THE HAND 
RUBBED TUNG OIL FINISH. 


WE OFFER 4 MODELS OF APPALACHIAN DULCIMERS, 
2 OF HAMMERED DULCIMERS & 2 OF FRETLESS BANJOS. 


JS unbearth FOLK INSTRUMENTS 


Roi Box 74 
ROARING SPRING, PA. 16673 
(814) 224-2890 


What’s 
New? 


THE IRISH DULCIMER 
AUTHOR: Lois Hornbost 
PUBLISHER: Mel Bay 

A collection of tradition 
dle tunes, slow air: 

for the fretted dulcimer, 
niment chords and musical 


BUILDING A HAMMERED DULCIMER 
Kit-Yourself) 
R: Rick Fogel 


This book is designed to help builders 
Fogel's hammered dulcimer ki 
s also useful for from-scratch 


FOOR BOY 
ARTISTS: Critton Hollow Stringband 
LABEL: Yodel-ay-hee #108327 


House, Rodeo Man, 
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nd Mile Blues, 
Sugar on th r, The Cuckoo, With 
Kitty I'l Little Pack 0' Tailors, 
L & N Don't Stop Here Anymore, High 
111s and Mountains, The Royal 
Old George's Square, Old Daddy 
Here Sits a Young Lady, Jeumy Taylo 
Let the Sun Shine Down on Me. 
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DULCIMER TECHNIQUES 
Left-Hand Fingerings 
(Part One) 


by JERRY ROCKWELL 
Burlington, VT 
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your mouth. Compare the sounds. What 
sounds best and feels most comfortable 
to you? I'd vote for the forward tones! 


Exercise II - Open Tones. We 

could spend much time here, but after 

" all, this is an overview. Go back to 
the mirror and slowly sing these syl- 
lables on a comfortable pitch: AHA E 
OH 00. How often did your mouth open 

* this <= way and how often this way)? 
You should aim for more of this 0. 
The tones have more room to form nice- 
ly, and resonate. Experiment with some 
tones. Try "E." Sing a bright wide 
mouthed "E." You probably hear a 
Pinched and forced tone. You might even 
see tension in your neck. Now, sing the 
same tone while dropping your jaw. It's 
probably more resonant, but you might 
protest, "It doesn't sound like 'E' any- 
more." Believe me, if you sing "I see 
you " making nice round tones, paying 
attention to consonants, you'll be un- 
derstood. There's a good song called, 
“How Can I Keep From Singing?” which 
John McCutcheon sings on the album of 
the same name. In the 2nd verse, there 
is a jump from low to high pitches on 
"I know the truth it liveth.” If you 
Pinch "truth" on that high pitch, it 
will sound forced. Dropping the jaw, 
making a "trooth" sound, will give you 
a better tone for the high note - and 
as long as you give the word its strong 
consonant sounds, the listener will know 
you're saying "truth." Play with the 
vowel sounds - make them full and reso- 
nant. Even if "sound" comes out "sah- 

coned,” it won't be affected or snob- 
bish. Bend and shape the vowel sounds - 

let them help you. 


Then try other consonant sounds 


jaw, especially when you reach for the 
high notes. Sing into the imaginary 
microphone. 


Sustaining diphthongs: Hold the 
first part of the diphthong until the 
last moment. Wi.....ede (wide) is 
nice, Wie...d isn't, 


Remember the beginnings and endings 
of words - most important if the listen- 
er is to understand you. Sit. Back. 
Day. Understand. Hop. = = 


I believe we'll do one more Roots 
and Branches column on the subject of 
singing - playing and singing to com- 
pliment each other. I'd like to end 
this segment by briefly discussing en- 
ergy. I'm sure you've heard singers 
around whom the air is electric. The 
quietest tones can float in the air 
effortlessly. But the effort is there 
in the form of good breath control and 
vowel shapes that feel very comfortable. 
I have many favorite vocal moments: 
Among them, Mary Faith Rhoads singing 
"The Water is Wide," gently and quietly - 
full of energy; The Dulcimer Alliance 
fitting tones together in harmony so 
precisely and so beautifully on "The 
Seven Joys of Mary." Jean Ritchie - a 
lovely example of simplicity tempered 
by years of learning her voice; Kevin 
Roth singing "Somebody Give Me Direc- 
tion;" Peggy Donaldson Smith singing 
"My Home's Across the Smoky Mountains;" 
Mary Ann Samuels singing "Bendameer's 
Stream," ... Different voice types 
and ranges - but using innate energy 
and good singing habits to illuminate 
beautiful songs. 


such as Bah, Bay Be Boh Boo, Mah, May, 
Me, Moh, Moo, etc. Begin singing with 
assurance. End with assurance. Don't 
let your shoulders cave in. Drop your 


HE DULCIMER SHOPP 


Handcrafted Musical Instruments By McSpadden 
RECORDS FOLK CRAFTS BOOKS 
Drawer E - Highway 9 North 
MOUNTAIN VIEW, ARKANSAS 72560 
Phone 501-269-8639 


* Every instrument signed by the 
maker and guaranteed to the 
original owner for life: 


* Eight standard models and four 
special models to choose from: 


* Carrying case and instruction 
book included in price: 


* Scroll, fretboard, back and sides 
of walnut; face of spruce or 
book—matched walnut: 


* Grover tuning pegs with rosewood 
buttons: 

* Chosen as prizes by first 
place winners at National 
Dulcimer Contest in 1978 
and 1979: 


* Wide selection of dulcimer books, 
records, and accessories 
available by mail: 


Send 25¢ (for postage) toreceive our own Dulcimer 
Shoppe Newspaper. 


Send $1.00 for our fully illustrated catalog. 
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DULCIMER PINS! 
HANDCRAFTED IN WALNUT 


HOUR-GLASS SHAPE WiTH HEART- 
SHAPED SOUNDHOLES, 3 “PEGS” 
AND A REAL FRETBOARD 

SIZE: Dy" x Hy" x Hy" 

DULCIMER PINS= $4.00 EACH 


ALSO: DOGWOOD PINS! 
HANDCRAFTED IN POPLAR 
WITH WOODBURNED AND 
CARVED-IN DETAILS 

SIZE: 1%" x 1 le" x Ye" 
DoGWo00D PINS - $5.00 EACH 


SHIPPING: 50*-FiRST PIN 
a5¢- EACH ADDITIONAL 


) 
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TENN. RESIDENTS ADD 6% SALES TAX 


SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER 
TO 


THE SMITHS DULCIMERS 
PARK PLAZA *7 
GATLIN BURG, TN 37738 


A n0n- profit membership organization 
dedicated to the advancement of the art of 
all types of string instrument construction 


‘The Guild's information sharing system 
includes the G.A.L. Quarterly magazine, 
separate technical articles 
called “Data Sheets". and an, annual 
Coavention/Exhibition 
‘For more information, write: 

The Guild of American, Luthjers 
8222 South, Park. Avenue 
Tacoma, Washington 98408 


SELESSSSEDADS SALAS ASS SSS SSS sessed esse sess ssss sooes 


 DULCIMERS 
KITS 
- MOUTHBOWS 


BEST MATERIALS 
FINE CRAFTSMANSHIP 
12 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

SEND $1.00 
FOR CATALOGUE 


ALPINE 
DULCIMERS 


BOX 566D 
BOULDER CO 80306 
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by MADELINE MACNEIL 
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In October 1979, I was visited by 
Masato Inoue, a 22-year old student from 
Okayama, Japan. We had spoken by phone 
and I knew that he played the dulcimer, 
but I learned much more about this in- 
teresting young man during our visit. 

While studying English and American 
culture at Kita-Kynshu University, Masato 
decided to enjoy part of the United States 
in person. An article in s Japanese maga- 
zine depicting life in the Ozarks enticed 
him to contact the Ozark Folk Center in 
Mt. View, Arkansas. He suggested visits 
with families who would help his student's 
budget by exchanging room and board for 
his work in their homes. The positive re- 
sponses led to his arrival in Mt. View in 
April 1979. 

That month he heard a dulcimer for 
the first time. He was captivated by the 
sound and jumped at the opportunity to 
experiment with the instrument when Sharon 

llips-Chisholm, a dulcimer player in Mt. 
View, offered to lend him one. He eventual- 
ly purchased a McSpadden dulcimer and set 
out to learn what he could about the instru- 
ment. I heard from Masato when he came to 
Washington, D. C. following a network of 
dulcimer players. He had absorbed techniques 
and repertoire from Ralph Lee Smith, Keith 
Young, Larkin Bryant, Jean Simmons, Bonnie 
Carol and others, and would later meet Jay 
Leibovitz and David Schnauffer. 

Masato is mostly interested in finger- 
picking and flat-picking dulcimer styles 
and we spent several hours working out tech- 
nigues and discussing some of his favorite 
tunes ("Cornwall," "Boys of 
"Living in the Country," "Whiskey Before 
Breakfast"), I shared some of my playing 
ideas with him and he, in turn, showed me 
some origami (the Japanese art of paper 
folding) and prepared vegetable tempurax 
when fingers finally balked at playing in- 
struments anymore, I'm certain I impressed 
Masato with my skill using chopsticks (not 
as a "beater" or capo on the dulcimer, but 
sampling his marvelous vegetable tempura). 

Masato said several times that the 
dulcimer had changed his life and I finally 
questioned him about this. "The dulcimer 
has a soft, unforgetable sound. It's an 
example of simplicity and trusting. I'd 
like to follow that example, to be more 
inward and to attract people to the gentle- 
ness of the dulcimer. I now have another 
goed friend which is an important part of 
my life," he remarked. 22 
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Masato Gnoue 


His future plans include performing 
in some of Japan's bluegrass coffee 
houses, thereby introducing the dulcimer’ 
to more people. Masato left for home 
in mid-January, enriched by new experiences 
and new friends, carrying a new instrument 
which wasn't even part of his vocabulary a 
year ago. 


But he won't find Japan devoid of 
dulcimer music. Jean Ritchie performed 
and gave workshops there not long ago. 
I've been hearing from Kosuke Takaki, a 
DPN subscriber from Toyko, about some of 
the activities there. According to Kosu- 
ke, a dulcimer workshop is held at the 
Ryogoku Folklore Center once a month 
which attracts 3 or 4 dulcimer players 
and a few people who don't play the in- 
strument, but love the sound. 


“In Japan, there are a few people 
c, and some who 


Because of Jean Ritchie or Ste 
Span, most of t: fh 
d@ulcimer is, but have 
strument in pictures an sound 
on records. Instrument stores seldom 
have dulcimers and there are few players. 

"Most dulcimer players play in 
traditional style using a noter, and 
wer is their second instrument. 
I've never seen hammered dulcimers 
Japan and I've o1 
play - @ woman who is 
learning the instrument.” 

Kosuke Takaki has begun writing a 
mountain dulcimer column for the monthly 
wagazing PACKAGE, a Japanese publication 
dedicated to bluegrass and old-time music. 
Vol. V, No. 2 (Dec. 1979) pictures Karen 
Ashbrook on the cover. She traveled 
through Japan demonstrating the hammered 
dulcimer and surprising people with its 
incredible sound. 
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LADY WITH A DULCIMER 


There lived a lovely mountain maid, 

Who upon her dulcimer she played, 

All the sweet sad sounds in nature, she relayed 
The melancholy sound of the wind in the pines, 
And the song of the brook 

Pell from her lips and instrument. 


Has't never come to thee an hour 

A sudden gleam divine, 

That burst upon the morning there, 

An elfin sprite among the pine 

And to her I had to bid a sweet Adieu. 
Where the laurel and rhododendron grew. 


That sweet mountain maid, who upon her 
Dulcimer she played, 

And the air was filled with the sound 

Of the sweet music and the melancholy voice 
Of the maid, that mingled with the wind 

In the pines, the moaning melancholy wind. 


I met her on the Nature Trail, 

A fawn like creature fragile and pale, 
Her golden hair and eyes so blue, 
Proclaimed her of Saxon origin true . . 
That sweet mountain maid as 

Upon her dulcimer she played. 
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Pictures from th 
Folklore Center 


Ryogoku 
Tokyo, Japan 


(above) Kosuke Takaki 
(below) Kuniharu Nagai 


As fragile as the lady's slipper, 

As fresh as the rose, 

How can one describe a spirit 

That glows from within, and glows and glows, 
As she plays and sings 

The songs which she composed. 


Adieu, o maiden of the Nature Trail, 
When we met there on a day in May, 
That sweet breathed maiden, 
Companion for a day 

Who sang to me there and upon her 
Dulcimer she played. 


If I could sing but one song, 

I would sing it sweet and clear, 

It would be of my Smokey Mountain Maid 
Playing upon her dulcimer 

And singing the sweet sad songs 

Of the mountain people. 


Ella V. Costner 

from LAMP IN THE CABIN 
Poems of the Smokies 
used with permission 


23 


Sakura (Cherry Blossom) 


TUNE: DAC-C (Do Sol Ti-flat) 


THOUGHTS FOR DULCIMER 
CONTEST CONTESTANTS 
-by Holly Tannen 


When I quit college and got seriously 
into dulcimer, I decided I was going to be- 
come "the world's best dulcimer player.” 
And it looked for a while as though I was 
++eas long as I stayed in my home town! 
When I began to travel round the country, 
I found that there were lots of excellent 
players, many of them doing things I 
couldn't even figure out. My idea that I 
had to be "the best” got in the way of my 
being friends with these people. It took 
some time before I realized there was 
never going to be any “the best.” There 
are players who are still developing 
techniques and fluidity; past tht level, 
there is only the continuing development 

24 of individual styles. 


TRADITIONAL JAPANESE TUNE 
arranged by MASATO INOUE 


I presume that everyone who enters 
@ contest hopes to win, and feels at 
least a little sad if they don't. What 
this sometimes leads to is people resent- 
ing the person who does win, and putting 
that person down behind his or her back. 
Now, I'm not saying you shouldn't feel 
competitive, or resentful, Just notice 
how you do feel, and tell the truth about 
it. There's all the difference in the 
world between, "Dolores Dingbat played 
out of tune, and did you see the way she 
was making eyes at the judges?,” and, 
"I think I played better than she did, 
and I'm angry and resentful that she won." 

America is a country that encourages 
competition and competitive feelings. So 
compete, if it's in your nature to do so! 
But, also, use this dulcimer contest as 
an opportunity to make new friends, dis- 
cover new playing techniques, and jam 
with other musicians. 
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Thoughts By 
* Joe Holbert 
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Open your heart and the ancient music fiddle 
or an old time Baptis 
From northern Georgia to Tennessee, Dorsey came to work forty years with the 


from gun construction 
in as th 
and Japan, 


“Welcome, yes welcome, to his humble little home. Take off 
your coat and join the family, sing or listen the dulei- 
mer's sweet song, and be enchanted with its simple melody, 
It's c f th the f his soul, the 
voices its people s neere; ye: ty watching 
closely, you'll see ‘ let you know he's 
glad that you are here. 
We mountain music lovers in Jefferson Cit s 
Lois, to learn old fiddle tunes, gospel t traditional material. Dorsey con- 
tinues to share his knowledge of dulcimer constructio: 4 playing in an evening class at 
the University of Tennessee. For those who want to play or learn Appalachian dulcimer, 
Dorsey will always be found at Knoxville's Dogwood Arts Festival and the Fiddler's Jamboree 
in Smithville, Tenne: 
*Mountain music man, he'll make you happy if he can, Appalachian 
native troubador. hen you come to visit and wish for him 
to play, you ask him once and he will play ‘til the end of the 
aay 

E' Copyright 1979 by Joseph Holbert. 


This issue of the DULCIMER PLAYERS NEWS 
inaugurates the classified section - a 
low cost way to reach hundreds of DPN 
readers. Classified ad rates: 20¢ per HAMMERED DULCIMER INSTRUCTOR WANTED ~ 
$5 minimum. Display classified ads reasonable rates, please. Greater 
ess card size): $12.50 (1 issue), Cleveland area. Please reply to: 
5 each for 2 consecutive issues, Joseph Bagel, 5114 Graham Drive, 
$10 each for 4 consecutive issues. (Pay- Lyndhurst, OH 44124. 
ment in advance.) A flyer on larger 
ERS, DULCINETTES MADE TO ORDER. 
domestic & impor’ woods. 
ormation: Ron Ewing, 
hn Rd., Kettering, OH 45hho. 


FOR SALE: 6-string elaborately 
cherry mountain dulcimer with wood RE FOR APPALACHIAN 
7 awhammer /b luegras 
of fiddle 
tyle list 
og and sam- 
Jane 


Salem, OR 
hourglass sh 


Custom made S ecisl for 1960: " 


‘@ wood pegs 
DULCIMERS @ hardwood seg > 45,00 pus $8°° 


BANJOS —e full width frets Vo residents 9645180 
@ laminated top 
and back 


Ano 
ALL SORTS OF 
wooD nothing is added for appearance 
CARVINGS sake. Quality workmanship 
LIMBER JACKS makes this instrument constructed 
9 of less expensive materials, Sound 
PEARL INLAY good - - and it don't look bad, either. 


KEN HAMBLIN, BOX 894, SALEM,VA. 24153 


SEND THREE FIRST-CLASS STAMPS OR 50¢ FOR CATALOG 


Reveiws 


—~Deota Coats 


ECHOES FROM THE VALLEY 
ARTIST: Bill Davis 
LABEL: Old Tradition BWD 11-15-75 


Bill Davis of Gatlinburg, Tennessee, 
builds and plays mountain dulcimers, 
This album, his third, is all instru- 
mental with just Bill, his duleimer, and 
friend, Lou Wilson, on guitar. Although 
the album suffers from an almost over- 
powering guitar, the traditional offer- 
ing of tunes could be quite helpful to 
beginning dulcimer players. This isn't 
a technically outstanding album; Bill 
Davis is adequate, though, in his quite 
traditional approach. Beginning play- 
ers would profit from it. Selections 
include "Old Joe Clark,” "Jesse James," 
“Amazing Grace," "Turkey in the Straw," 
"Soldier's Joy,” "Battle Hymn of the 
Republic." 


TRADITIONAL MUSIC ON THE HAMMER DULCIMER 
ARTIST: John Rea 
LABEL: Topic Records 12TS373 


John Rea is an Irish dulcimer player par 
excellence who has played the instrument 
since 1924. This collection of 29 solo 
hammered dulcimer numbers comes from 
Irish and Scottish traditional music. 
Unless you're an expert on Irish and 
Scottish reels, jigs and hornpipes, 
there's a good chance most of these 
tunes will be unfamiliar to you. Howe 
ever, they are superbly performed. The 
album would be very useful to hammer- 
dulcimer players looking for new tunes 
to learn. And for people who appreciate 
good solo hammer dulcimer playing, this 
is a real find. 


FERC I ICICI IK ta tk a 


Although the information was received too 
late for the Events Calendar, you should 
be aware of the Traditional American Folk 


Music Festival to be held at Caesar's Creek 


Pioneer Village near Waynesville, Ohio. 
The event is co-sponsored by the Mountain 
Dulcimer Society of Dayton, Ohio. For 
formation, contact: Ed Simpkins, P.O. 


591, Middletown, Ohio 45042. 
28 


BLACK MOUNTAIN DULCIMER 


ARTIS Alan Freeman, Frank Beal 
LABEL: Fret 'n Fiddle rsr 901 


This is a good-time album with mountain 
music, ragtime, fiddle tunes, and an 
odd assortment of others brightly pro- 
duced by Alan Freeman on his mountain 
dulcimer and Frank Beal on superbly 
supportive guitar. Alan plays a 5-string 
dulcimer, chording and picking furiously 
throughout the album. The dulcimer play- 
ing may seem a bit one-dimensional since 
Alan's style is confined to the fast and 
furious. However, he is quite adept at 
what he does. The album notes, brief 
though they are, include « miniscule 
lesson in dulcimer tuning for a 5-string 
dulcimer. Selections include "Black 
Mountain Rag,” "Redwing," "Alabama Jubi- 
lee," “Blackberry Blossom," "Parable of 
Fear," “Limehouse Blues," and others. 
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38 €. PICADILLY ST. 
WINCHESTER, VA, 22801 (70m 682-3800 
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SEVENTH ANNUAL ! 


SOUTHERN SPONSORED 
APPALACHIAN “Sourucerw 
DULCIMER preg 
FESTIVAL B) ASSOCIATION 


MAY 41980 


1:00 To 6:00 AM, 
CAMPUS OF INDIAN SPRINGS 
SCHOOL 


LOCATED SOUTH OF BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 
ON CAHABA VALLEY ROAD (couNTY ROAD 2D) 
BETWEEN U.S. HIGHWAYS 31 AND 280., 
CLOSE TO GAK MOUNTAIN STATE PARK 
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SPECIAL NOTE ! ao Pepe 
JEAN RITCHIE WiLL CONTACT: 

BE IN CONCERT. SAT: NITE 

Nese ie CHARLES ELLIS 


UNI. OF AL. IN B'HAM ROUTE"! BOX 473 
HELENA, AL 35080 
PH: (205) 988-0473 


pap MONTACDR 
Handcrafted Folk Instruments 


Appalachian Dulcimers 
Hammered Dulcimers 
Psalteries ete. 


16 Patriot Road, Tewksbury Mass. 01876 (617) 851-2691 


GREEN MOUNTAIN 
DULCIMER HORIZONS PRESS > 
INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS FOR THE SERIOUS STUDENT OF CONTEMPORARY MOUNTAIN DULCIMER@) 


Cassettes ee Sarhicien ; 


33 BUELL STREET 
BURLINGTON, VERMONT 05401 


(802) 864-4804= 


“Handcrafted in the Mountains” 


A collection of fine traditional, 
contemporary, and custom designs. 
Aged solid wood construction. 
Mountain Dulcimers, Hammered 
Dulcimers and Kits. 


Retail catalogue $1.00 


Dealer Inquiries Welcomed. 
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514 (DPM) Oak St. Sandpoint, Id. 83864 
(208) 263-4612 


ROSCOE VILLAGE 


IN COSHOCTON, OHIO 


Cc“) GND) 


May 17 & 18, 1980 


¢#Contests ¢#Jam Sessions 


#Exhibits ¢ Workshops 


¢@Saturday Night Hoe Down 


Set in the scenic Lake Park Recreational Area, a 
short walk from Roscoe Village. Take home a 
trophy or the beautiful handmade GRAND PRIZE 
duleimer from Boulder Junction Musie Shop at 
Uniontown, Ohio. Come and enjoy a bit of 
America's musical past. 


For more information, write: 


Roscoe Village Foundation 
381 Hill Street 
Coshocton, OH 43812 


Roscoe Village is located at Coshocton on 
State 
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take-up techniques 


on hitch pins 


Figures D and E show a technique where 
one length of wire starts at a tuning 
Pin, crosses the instrument to the 
hitch pin (or pins) and returns to a 
Second tuning pin. You make a 180° 
turn around a hitch pin or a 360° turn 
depending on what you believe will make 
tuning your instrument easier. This 
system of stringing is fairly rapid. 


A slightly slower system of stringing 
would be Figures F or G. This system 
bas one string length for each tuning 
and hitch pin pair. This technique 
works well if you have two strings per 
course or an odd number of strings per 
course or brass bass strings as used 
with "Michigan tuning;" on the bass 
bridge, an octave lower than the right 
Side of the treble bridge. 


If a string breaks in this arrangement, 
you have only lost one string, instead 
of two as in Figures D and E. 


Figure H shows how to create a "helix 
loop” on the end of your string. This 
System can be used for any unwound 
string on any other instrument: moun- 
tain dulcimer, mandolin, oud, etc. 


Loop the end of the string and place 
the loop so its cross is just above 
the jaws of a metal vise. Make a hook 
out of a nail, etc., and mount it ina 


Fig. D 


hammereod 


OuLcimers: 


by EDDIE DAM 


hand drill. Slip the hook through the 
loop, apply slight upward pressure on 
the hand drill (depending on the de- 
sired tightness of the wind), then turn 
the hand drill. But don't wind the 
helix too tight or the strain will cause 
the loop to fracture when the stress for 
tuning is put on it. This same fracture 
will occur if the cross of the loop was 
caught in the jaws of the vise instead 
of being just above the jaws. 


Pigure I shows the "Spiral-Tail," method 
of creating a loop at the end of a string. 
With this method you make a 1/4" loop, 
with a long tail. Hold the loop with a 
needle-nose pliers, then wind the tail 
tight around the center core of the wire 
with your thumb. Clip the tail leaving a 
1/2"-3/4" tail. You can make the loop so 
the tail will lay either direction at the 
pin, depending on how you first make the 
19°P god start the winds (see Figures G, 
G, o). 


All these methods are a matter of choice: 
depending on speed, durability, tuning 
and looks. When you're through, you can 
sit down and finish carving out the spar 
for your iceboat. 


2 pin (360°) (180°) loop 


Fig. H 4 
i Helix 


4 7 Hand Drill 


Fracture wi 
wound too tight 


Eddie Damm 
GREAT LAKES DULCIMERS 
118 Ledgelawn 

Bar Harbor, Maine 04609 
(207) 288-5653 
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5520 SOQUEL DRIVE - SOQUEL, CA. 95073 
(408) 475-6719 
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Spiral Tail 


Wind tail tight 


around center core 
with your thumb 


Nose 


Je 1/2 - 3/8" Long 
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Tail rests on wood, 
Perpendicular to main 
shaft of wire (see 
figure G) 
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PLUCKED DULCIMERS 
Hits & Instruments 


Excellent materials & ex) 


Many Chorces of: models 


HERE, Inc # PH _ Prices 
29 SE MAIN St. Masic GrSave 
MPLS., MN 55% The borden 
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Christ the Lord Is Risen Today 


EASTER HYMN. 


Christ the Lord 


Raise your joys and tri-umphs high, 

ll 9 

9 10 E 
12 91011 10 


Sing, ye heav'ns, and earth, re - ply, 


Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia! 
Where, 0 Death, is now thy sting? Alleluia! 
Dying once he all doth save, Alleluia! arr. Mark and 


Where thy victory, 0 Grave? Alleluia! 


Love's redeeming work is done, Alleluia! Carol Blair 


Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia! 
Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia! 
Christ hath opened Paradise, Alleluia! 


Alexandria, Virginia 
Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia! 
Foll'wing our exalted Head, Alleluia! 


Made like him, like him we rise, Alleluia! 
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia! 
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NEL CHOICES 


MAK do “more (lewer cost kits) 
e-do-More (easier to assemble) 


@ve 3 £2 1# TREBLE courses 
rings each 
A Ss 42 ebs, Boi te carry) 
65. Caster to assem 


(703) 667-3704 


Re, le Tani (more compact) 


Pe tuning (easier to see) 
of 


Olxteriors are birch 
th! Cherr 
batter dal” or 
Walnat 


AN have laminated ALL 
maple pin blocks 


Optienal- matehin /toQ 
pound cover Extra) 


HERE, fn. DEV 
29 SE MAIN st. 
MPLS., MN S5¢/4 


Masse Can Save The World 2% 


P.O. BOX 8, COSBY, TENNESSEE 


PHONE: (61S) 487-5543 Retail 
Catalog 

Specializing in mountain and hammered dulcimers 
-- finished or in kit form -- by several makers, 
and in everything for them. In addition to 6 Refundable 
a complete line of builders’ supplies and With Order 
accessories, we carry nearly every book 
and record album in print featuring 
either kind of dulcimer 


60¢ 


DPN READERS’ SPECIAL 


10% discount on book and record album 
purchases totalling more than $36.00. 


JeananLee 
Schilling 
Announcing The Release, Through CRYING CREEK PUBLISHERS, 


° Dulc Peopl 
Of The Second Edition, Revised And Expanded, Of: ulcimer People 


Serving The Needs 
"CHORDAL EXPLORATIONS FOR 3-STRING DULCIMER, Of Dulcimer People 
IONIAN TUNING -- G-G-C", by Jerry Rockwell 


$4.95 Plus Postage, Direct. Or At Your Music Store Dealer Inquiries Invited 


DPN 
T-Shirts 


: 7 a ] 
Just out! 
NEW TUNES/ OLD FRIENDS : 
a gathering of songs and dances 
Shh age ae ; 
for mountain duleimer by Tom Baehr. 
a sangheck % follow any feginning 
dultimey method 
~ contains 19 tunes, with playing suggestions 
~ partial contents: 


aif? 


Old Joe Clark .......... traditional 

Arkansas Traveller... . . country dance GR OVER 
Soldiers’ Joy»... ...... Kornpipe DULCIMER PEGS 
Blow Away the Mooring lew... . English 

Wildwood Flower... .... . tradittonal As good as all Grover products. 
Greensleeves... ...... Flirabethan See your music dealer, or write 
Sally inthe Garden... ... . traditional for information and prices. 


~ plus twelve mare. 


MUSICAL PRODUCTS, INC. 
1278 West 9th Steet Cleveland. Ohio 44113 


Send $5.00 (includes Postage and Handling) to: 
fiddle Press 
7.0. Box 319 
Chester, Vermont 05143 


Ron Penix 
Jay Round 
Cathy Barton 


2. HAMMERED 
DULCIMER 
$6.90 (ineats porte REUNION 


MARYLAND RESIDENTS: UP-FRONT HAMMERED DULCIMER PLUS FRAILING 
Please include 5% sales tax BANJO, GUITAR, AUTOHARP, MOUNTAIN DULCIMER 


143 North Lakewood Ave. 
Baltimore, Maryland 21224 
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DULCIMER PLAYERS NEWS 
of space limitations, 
ask for a listing when 
in detail. New items 


write and 


Most items are sent via U: 
is needed for UPS service. If your addr 
formation. 


ed Parcel Service or U.S, mail, first A street address 


is a rural route, a phone number helpful in- 


FOSTAGE RATES ADDRE: 
1-3 books or 1-2 single albums: $1.25 DULCIMER PLAYERS NEWS 


10¢ for 1-2 extra books, 15¢ for e 
extra album. 

TAX: Virginia residents, please add 
4 sales tax to your order. 


Blue Ridge Dulcimer Shop 


what's new? 
BOOKS (Hammered Dulcimer 


HAMMERED DULCIMER (an instruction/tunes book) Peter Pickow 5 95 
THE HAMMERED DULCIMER Norman Hughes $2.50 
BASY CHORD PLAYING METHOD FOR HAMMERED DULCIMER Lilah Gillett 


BUILDING A HAMMERED DULCIMER (Do-Kit-Yourself) Rick Fogel $5.00 + q bh 


BOOKS Mountain Dulcimer 


SIMPLE GIFTS FOR TE 

CHANSONS FRANCAIS! 

CHRISTMAS AND EASTER HYMNS ARRANGED POR AP 
Mark and Carol B: 

NEW TUNES/OLD FRIENDS Tom Baehr $4.25 

THE DULCIMER HYMN BOOK Bud and Donna Ford $4.95 

THE IRISH DULCIMER Lois Hornbostel $5.95 

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS OF THE SOUTHERN APPALACHIAN MOUNTAINS 

John Rice Irwin $5.95 


RECORDS With Hammered Dulcimer 


THREE FORKS OF CHEAT Trapezoid 
MOVDN' ON DOWN THE RIVER Cathy Barton $6.96 
FROM EARTH TO HEAVEN Wry Straw 

(John McCutcheon, Rich Kirby, Tom Bledsoe) 
JUBILEE Guy Carawan 
THE LEAVES OF LIFE Mii Collins $6.98 
HAPPY HAMMERIN' Lilah Gillett and Harvey Prinz $6.96 
POOR BOY Critton Hollow String Band $5.98 


With Moun’ 


DULCIMER ALLIANCE IN 
DULCIMER 
PIGTOWN FL 


The Dulcimer 


(book, 2 


— —w 


DPN 
PO Box 2164 
Winchester, 
VA. 22601 


me Red X? 
Time To Renew! 


